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On his arrival at the Tuileries, addresses were
presented, urging the immediate assumption of
the imperial dignity. Outside, the crowd surged
to and fro, giving vent to ovation after ovation
each time the Prince-President appeared. Worn
out with gratification and fatigue, Louis Napoleon
escaped to seek a brief respite in the palace of
Saint-Cloud.

Three weeks later, on the 7th of November, the
Senate formally passed a resolution restoring the
Empire. One senator alone cast a dissentient
vote - and he, one of the prince's oldest and closest
friends, his one-time mentor, Vieillard. Fearing
that his act might sever their long-standing in-
timacy, the old man wrote a dignified explan-
ation, declaring that whatever the cost he could
not vote against his conscience. The prince's
reply was an affectionate invitation to lunch.
Despite the popular manifestations, and the vote
of the Senate, the prince was not satisfied. He
was determined that the nation itself should set
the seal of approval on the Empire by plebiscite
once more. The result was a foregone conclusion.
There voted : Ayes, 7,824,189 ; Noes, 253,145.
Most significant of all, however, was the fact that
over two million voters abstained. However
popular the prince might be, the republican
feeling was still strong in the south-eastern depart-
ments and the bigger cities.